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Replies  to  questions  concerning  Generpi  Sadao  ARA..I 
propounc  ea  ty  Lev  rence  J.  .  c.  anus,  subraitted  by 
i£  jor-Gonerel  F.  S.  G,  ig'.ott,  i.ilitery  Attache  to 
ti  e  Lrltish  .u.br  ssy ,  i'oi.vo.  1921-1926  end  1936-19  39. 


1.  Since  he  was  tie  Conducti.u  Officer  of  Foreign 
Attrches  et  tie  annuel  Grand  ianeuvres  of  the 
Japanese  Amy  in  Shikoku  in  the  Auturm  of  1922. 

I'e  ves  then  e  Colonel.. 

2.  I  vis  not  in  ftpen  at  tie  dates  in  question, 

3.  Fetween  1936  end  1939  I  had  very  ucny  conversations 
with  General  AFA1.I,  anf  the  JJanchuilen  situation  was 
no  doubt  often  discuss jd. 

4.  Tie  i'pnchurian  situation  during  the  pei  iod  nentiored 
was  not  tie  live  issue  that  it  vas  in  1931-1932,  as  the 
£tete  of  .  a nchukuo  v.fs  firraly  established,  and  recog¬ 
nized  by  sene  countries;  Crect  Britain  lira  sent  an 
Uconomic  i.ission  there  in  1934. 

l.A.  Ko  such  policy  vas  advocated;  consolidation  and 
defense  were  his  thecie. 

B.  The  "affeir"  nc  longer  existed.  He  regretted 
the  occasional  frontier  incidents  with  the 
Russians,  and  tie  fact  tl.at  Greet  Britain  and 
the  United  Bte1  cs  hac-  not  recognized  the  new 
State. 

C.  Vo  porsonrl  knowledge,  as  four  or  five  years 
had  ulepsud  since  the  "incident''  hpd  been 
settled,  when  1  was  fjpointed  Killtary  Attache 
in  1936. 

D.  i’e  had  ;.reater  beliof  in  friendship  with  ''reat 
Fritain  and  the  United  States  tl  en  in  raeraber- 
ship  of  the  Lei  ue  of  rations.  He  appeared  to 
l.rve  little  likirr  for  foreign  nations,  Most 
of  which  he  did  r.ot  feel  worthy  friends  for 
Jaran,  —  other  than  the  first-nened  tvo. 

'1,  ho  pei  sene.  1  kno\  ledge. 

F.  ho  rorsonal  hnc'  ledge.  From  viha.t  I  have  heerd 
frou  i  any  good  <ud~es  his  speeches  were  based 
on  e  type  of  Mystical  pstriotisn,  which  made 

1  in  the  idol  ol‘  the  young  oflicers.  ITo  doubt 
unfriendly  critics  would  terra  sorae  of  his  utter¬ 
ances  flauboyent  or  even  a,  gressive;  but  national 
>  sycholcgy  Must  be  taken  into  account  in  epj  rais¬ 
ing  their  true  velue.  PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/lbcac9 

G.  As  e  ueubor  of  uhe  Cabinet  1  is  political  activi¬ 
ties  (an  exjression  which  would  appear  to  require 
closer  definition)  wore  naturally  considerable. 

H.  The  ..inistor  of  \  ar  in  Japan  has  greut  Influence, 
end  hrd  direct  access  to  tho  itopoior.  As  I  was 
not  in  touoi  ofi  icialiy  with  Jept  nese  affairs  at 
this  tirae  I  find  it  difficult  to  reply  to  this 
question. 


I 


II  I  >_  IJ 
II  I  l~l  I 


I  I  I  I  I  I  J 
i  i  ti  i  l  1 1 


i  I  J  ill 
li  i  ~  I 


Def.  Doc.  "  340 

2.A.  "/oncrelly  specking  I  should  sey  that  General 

ARAN I  was  far  too  intelligent  to  fdvocate  '.'for  Id 
Domination,  but  sincerely  felt  that  Japanese 
ir.lluenoe  should  be  paramount  in  last  Asia; 
in  other  v.ords  he  felt  that  Japan  vas  the 
stron~ost  Fewer  in  that  re'  ion,  and  was  bettor 
able  to  keep  order  then  any  other.  If  this  la 
"aggression"  then  he  was  an  exponent  of  it; 
but  it  vc s  Japanese  Influence  rethei  than 
territory  that  he  \ ishod  to  expand,  after  the 
Irnchurirn  Affair  had  been  settled. 

B,  If  this  means  "did  he  advocate  an  attack  on, 
say,  Australia  or  Indo  Cline",  I  hrve  not  heard 
of  such  an  address. 

5.  A.  This  vae  rn  entirely  nev  role  for  a  retired  tenoral, 

but  le  brought  to  his  task  much  imagination,  and 
liberal  ideas;  the  vord  benevolent  perhaps  would  not 
be  out  of  piece,  he  took  a  personel  part  in  ar- 
rsn;  in;  for  a  youth  organization  which  was  visiting 
Germany  (I  bolieve  rt  hitler's  invitation)  to  in¬ 
clude  kn,  lend  in  their  tour.  The  British  Council 
should  have  some  record  of  this;  the  year  v;es  1938. 

B.  I  have  often  heard  him  denounce  communism;  it 
might  almost  be  called  an  ebeession.  I  cannot  re¬ 
call  his  hr  vin_  spoken  very  much  about  racism;  if 
he  has  done  so  he  probably  approved  of  it  else¬ 
where  ts  rn  antidote  to  couuunism,  but  not  as 
suitable  to  Jrj.au,  which  had  c  policy  of  its  ov.n, 
unique  and  lard  to  explain  to  foreigners. 

C.  Theie  is  no  anti-semitism  in  Japan,  end  I  should 
think  the  potion  described  not  unlikely,  though 
I  cannot  recall  hen  inf;  of  it.  (It  may  be  re¬ 
marked  tlet  tl ere  is  a  school  of  thought  emony 
certain  students  of  Japan  escribin’  to  them  the 
position  of  one  of  tie  Lost  Ten  Tribes.) 

D.  I  have  never  heard  his  discuss  this  cuestion. 

6.  I  should  s ay  he  vas  tolerant  cf  ell.  Fis  mysticism 
would  naturally  ix-ke  hin  very  interested  in  the  sub¬ 
ject.  One  cf  Ills  favorite  anolo.  ios  was  that  God  m»  de 
the  nations  of  the  wcrld  in  the  pettern  of  a  garden, 
containing  treos,  shrubs,  flowers,  end  weeds;  he  was 
fond  of  idor til yiny  certain  nations  with  oil  four 
cetejories,  —  Greet  Britain  end  the  United  States 
beir. ;  in  tie  first.  It  vaould  be  invidious  to  specify 
the  others,  especially  the  fourth. 

7.  Yes.  Sir  Robert  Craicie  eno  Cept#**^. h%JSMp^yols.org/doc/, bcac9/ 
knew  him,  the  latter  very  well  indeed.  The  late 

Colonel  U.  A.  II.  James,  my  predecessor  as  Ililitary 
Attache,  (1932-1936)  kneva  him  very  well  and  had  a 
hi^h  opinion  of  him.  No  doubt  the  two  former  will 
speak  for  themselves. 

A.  Often. 

B.  This  cuestion  refers  apparently  to  Japanese  friends 
of  his.  Fis  reputetion  is  hard  to  describe  eccu- 
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retely,  as  his  numerous  utterances  covered  so 
v.ide  r  field  tict  it  v.-as  out  of  the  question  for 
everyone  to  r£ree  v.ith  overyt)  in*  he  said  all  the 
tiae,  i ly  suminp  up  of  ciy  talke  with  other 
Jr  panose  is  that  General  KPJ KI  stood  for  a  rtex 
Jcjonica,  vrs  c  sincero  believer  in  honesty,  and 
was  o  reliable  mirror  of  Jrprnese  mentality;  it 
was  bio  misfortune  that  is  rn  exponent  of  this 
mentality  rr.d  of  his  country's  policy  rnd  destiny 
j  is  hypt'rbole  assumed  en  importance  preator  than 
the  hard  frets  beneath  in  the  eors  of  foreign 
listeners,  for  vhom  his  speeches  had  been  (often 
indifferently)  trrnsleted. 


(signed)  F.  S.  G.  Figgott 

M.  0. 


December  29,  1946 
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